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Lewis County native and longtime 
community advocate Bob Guenther was 
honored with the Gail and Carolyn Shaw 
Industry Award at the 33rd annual Lewis 
Economic Development Council EDC 
banquet on Feb. 25. 

Guenther said he was privileged to know 
Gail and Carolyn Shaw, and is surprised and 
humbled to have been chosen as this year’s 
recipient of the prestigious award.   

“We were political opposites,” Guenther 
said, remembering Gail Shaw, “but 98 
percent of our views on how to enhance 
living conditions and the overall health of 
Lewis County were the same.”

According to Guenther, a lot of the ideas 
he’s had over the years, Gail Shaw had his 
back. 

“He’d say, ‘when you get ready to move, 
let me know and I’ll help,’” Guenther said.

Guenther’s efforts on behalf of the 
community are known across the country. 
He’s often in Washington D.C., working on 
legislation that benefits working families 
and Lewis County. 

As part of that role, Guenther is Senior 
Vice-President of the Washington State 
Labor Council, President of the Thurston-
Lewis-Mason Central Labor Council, 
and treasurer for the Regional Education 
Training Center. 

He is also a founding member of the 
Gifford Pinchot Partners, serves on the 
Industrial Park at TransAlta (IPAT) board 

and the Lewis EDC board, and chaired the 
Lewis County Democrats for years. Other 
boards he served or still serves on include 
the Lewis County Planning Commission, 
the state of Washington Forest Practices 
Board and Pacific Mountain Workforce 
Development Council.

For 34 years, Guenther worked at the 
Centralia steam plant now owned by 
TransAlta. He is currently employed by 

the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW) as their government affairs 
adviser. 

Joanne Schwartz, who received the 
Gail and Carolyn Shaw Industry Award in 
2014, has known Guenther for many years 
and served with him on the Providence 
Community Hospital board. Schwartz 
characterized Guenther’s involvement with 
economic development as legendary.

EDC Executive Director Matt Matayoshi 
said Guenther has dedicated his life to 
serving Lewis County and to creating jobs 
in the community. 

“Bob has done a lot, without credit, to 
benefit the community and TransAlta. He 
is instrumental in bringing development to 
Lewis County,” Matayoshi said.

Guenther’s roots are right here in Lewis 
County. His family came to the Cowlitz 
Prairie by sternwheeler to Toledo and their 
homestead is just south of Lewis and Clark 
State Park. He attended Onalaska High 
School.

Guenther and his wife Judy have been 
married for 50 years. They have two children 
and five grandchildren. The grandchildren 
all attend school in Napavine. Guenther 
expressed happiness that both his children 
returned to the area after college to raise 
their families. For many years, Guenther 
coached Napavine Little League, as well as 
baseball, his favorite sport. He also loves to 
hunt and fish.

Former EDC Executive Director Bill 
Lotto has known Guenther for more than 20 
years and says Guenther has a very sensitive 
way of working with folks that gets things 
done. 

“There is such a gap with anyone I’ve 
ever worked with, and Bob,” Lotto said. “He 
can do what any ordinary, above-average 
person can’t get accomplished.”

Lotto was the recipient of the Gail and 

By Buddy Rose
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Port of Chehalis commissioners met 
with Lewis County commissioners 
and City of Chehalis officials during 

the regular Port meeting on Feb. 11 to 
discuss recent changes to the building and 
development permit process for the Port. 
On Feb. 1, an interlocal agreement between 
the City of Chehalis and the county – in 
place for the past eight years – expired. 
As a result, permit applications for Port 
properties will no longer be handled by 
the city, but will now go to the county for 
approval.

During the discussions, County 
Commissioner Bill Schulte said permit 
applications the county will now be 
reviewing and approving are those within 
the unincorporated area of the Urban Growth 
Area (UGA) associated with the city. 

That includes all of the Chehalis Industrial 
Park where the Port currently owns property. 
Schulte noted Chehalis is currently in the 
process of annexing a portion of the UGA 

into the city and the county supports that 
and any future annexation.  He said within 
annexed areas, the city would take over 
permitting.

Port commissioners and Port CEO 
Randy Mueller 
expressed concerns 
that applications to the 
county for development 
permits would not be 
handled in the same 
manner experienced 
with the city. They 
foresee more than one 
county department 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y 
reviewing permits 
with no single person in charge to insure 
timeliness; unlike with the city where the 
city manager directed the permit process.

Port Commissioner Mark Anders 
questioned whether the ongoing interlocal 
agreement between the county and Port 
of Centralia – where the City of Centralia 
reviews and issues permits – now puts the 
Port of Chehalis at a disadvantage.  

“Is the playing field still level?” he asked.

Port Commissioner Mark Giffey echoed 
Anders’ comment.

“I want assurance our permits will be dealt 
with expeditiously and with predictability,” 
Giffey said. 

“The Port of 
Chehalis has a 
reputation for quick 
turnarounds for 
businesses wanting 
to develop here and I 
would like to see that 
continue,” said Port 
legal counsel Brian 
Kelly.

Schulte said the 
agreement with the 

Port of Centralia was not a disadvantage to 
the Chehalis Port.

 He acknowledged Community 
Development Director Lee Napier and 
Public Works Director Tim Elsea both share 
responsibility for permit approvals, but he 
said he didn’t foresee delays because of it. 

Schulte said the county has hired two 
new employees for the additional workload 
previously handled by the city, adding there 

should be no delay in permit times with the 
changes. 

Schulte added the county goal is the same 
as the Port – to help encourage development, 
regardless of where it occurs.

After reviewing a permit fee comparison 
chart produced by the Port and handed out 
at the meeting, Port Commissioner Ken 
Kostick said most county permit fees were 
larger than comparable city fees, some of 
them many times larger.

Napier said she believed there might be 
errors in the Port document and would review 
it and get back to the Port with a response.

Regarding the inability of the County and 
City of Chehalis to renew the previously 
existing interlocal agreement, Chehalis 
Mayor Dennis Dawes said disagreements 
between city and county staff over what 
should be in the agreement was part of the 
problem.

 “I am disappointed it has come to this 
point. We all owe our constituents more,” 
Dawes said. 

“We need to get back with the City of 
Chehalis to get a new interlocal agreement,” 
County Commissioner Gary Stamper said. 
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Guenther receives Shaw Industry Award

Photo by Susan DeLaire/Business to Business
Lifetime Lewis County resident Bob Guenther was honored with the Gail and Carolyn 
Shaw Industry Award for his ongoing commitment to economic development, creation 
of family wage jobs and benefits, and preserving the quality of life enjoyed in the area.
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Carolyn Shaw Industry Award in 2015 
and spoke from the heart about the award 
Guenther has received.

“In Lewis County, there is no better honor 
a person could have than to be compared in 
any small way to Gail and Carolyn Shaw,” 
Lotto said. “They were an amazing team, 
always working together and Bob and Judy 
Guenther are like that, too.”

According to Lotto, when Guenther is 
able to give, that’s when he’s truly in his 
element. 

“He gets his joy out of what he can do for 
other people,” Lotto said.

The Guenthers are famous for their crab 
feeds, hosting them as fundraisers for all 
kinds of community needs. 

“They’d do it as an annual get-together, 
have an auction and raise money for kids,” 
Lotto said.

Centralia College Trustee Jim Lowery 
met Guenther at one of those crab feeds, and 

remembers hauling home a large tree burl 
that Guenther had covered with political 
buttons set in resin when Guenther had no 
way to get it home. 

“One of the things I’ve always admired 
about Bob is he has an out-of-the-box brain 
when it comes to economic development 
ideas,” Lowery 
said.

Bob and Judy 
Guenther raised 
their kids on a 
single income, 
and she was there 
every day when 
the kids got off 
the school bus. 

“She is a 
t r e m e n d o u s 
s u p p o r t , ” 
G u e n t h e r 
said, adding 
Judy serves 
on the Lottery 
C o m m i s s i o n , 
the Pharmacy 
Quality Assurance board and was also a 
Centralia College Trustee for 15 years. 

“I have tremendous admiration and 
respect for both Bob and Judy and how they 
continue to serve not just Lewis County, 
but the state,” Schwartz said. “Bob’s a true 
leader. He’s a terrific guy. He’s passionate 
about life, about helping people.”

Lotto said he’s “had a blast” working with 
Guenther on legislative issues. According 
to Lotto, Guenther can walk right into the 
governor’s office and always knows a lot of 
people there. 

Guenther has known and worked with 
Governor Jay Inslee for years. When 
notified of the honor, the governor offered 
his sentiments.

“I am pleased to congratulate Bob 
Guenther upon receiving the Gail and 
Carolyn Shaw Industry Award,” Inslee 
said. “I have known Bob for many years 
and am grateful for his relentless work on 
behalf of working families in Southwest 
Washington.”

Dr. James Walton, retired and now 
interim president at Centralia College, said 
Guenther has been a longtime friend to 
Centralia College. 

“Bob’s advice and knowledge as a 
lobbyist has helped me and the college 
understand the complexities and inner 
workings of the legislature,” Walton said. 
“Bob’s commitment to this community is 

unparalleled. Whether you are a Democrat 
or a Republican doesn’t matter to Bob; he 
always wants to do what’s right for the 
people of Lewis County – his people, his 
county.”

Walton said when the mine shutdown at 
TransAlta resulted in hundreds of layoffs, 

T r a n s A l t a 
stepped up to 
assist workers 
find new jobs 
and training 
at the college. 
Guenther made 
sure organized 
labor was 
involved to 
develop training 
for living wage 
jobs. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to Walton, 
Guenther was 
a founder and 
s u p p o r t i n g 
member of the 

Power Operations Energy program, which 
has become the Center for Excellence and 
Clean Energy.

Barbara Hins-Turner, executive 
director for the Center for Excellence and 
Clean Energy at Centralia College, said 
Guenther’s biggest contribution was the 
$30 million in federal funds he brought into 
the college from the Departments of Labor, 
Energy and Commerce.

“This is so, so well-deserved,” Hins-
Turner said of Guenther receiving the 
award. “He is so amazing. His big thing is 
making the best use of taxpayers’ money 
and to serve our workforce.”

“The Center is here because Bob pushed 
hard for it to be here,” Lowery said. “He’s a 
good friend to Centralia College.”

Guenther said he wants the college to be 
one of the top community colleges in the 
system for technology and industry training 
for the workforce.

“With the Center, we have an 
opportunity to move into a new century 
of energy generation,” Guenther said. 
“And employers will get the best trained 
employees.”

Lotto summed it all up by saying 
Guenther has a simple operating formula 
for economic success – if you put people 
with good skills and training together with 
good family wage jobs, it will result in a 
healthier economy.
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Bozarth seeking 
commission spot
By Susan DeLaire
Business to Business

Napavine resident Bob Bozarth has 
announced his candidacy for Lewis 
County Commissioner District 2. 

Bozarth is the third generation from his 
family to live in Lewis 
County and grew up 
listening to talk about 
politics at home.

“My parents always 
talked politics and 
religion at the dinner 
table when I was 
growing up,” Bozarth 
said.

Bozarth has served 
on the Napavine City 
Council. He was 
also appointed to the County Planning 
Commission in the 1970s. 

Bozarth and his wife Tami have been 
married for 31 years, and have five children 
and six grandchildren. Bozarth owns 
Bozarth Underground Excavation LLC.

After strongly considering a run for 
office for more than four years, Bozarth 
recalled a Lewis County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) hearing last fall 
that motivated him to seek office.

Bozarth said the three commissioners 
voted unanimously to accept a large sum of 
money for the Vader water system despite a 
clause accepting greenhouse gas emissions 
regulations written into the grant.

He said he believes he would have voted 
no on that, and then would go back to the 
people in Lewis County to find a better way 
to get the money for Vader. 

He said he does not feel negative about 
government, but is negative about some of 
the actions taken by the government.

“I see a great big freight train coming at 
us and I truly feel like I can help prevent 
that,” he said.

Bozarth is a member of the Liberty 
Watch political action group and a founding 
member of the Gun Rights Coalition.
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Amanda Berg (center) cuts the ribbon at the second annual Lewis County Business Showcase sponsored by the Centralia-Chehalis 
Chamber of Commerce and the United Women in Business Network. The one-day networking event on Feb. 2 was at The Loft in 
downtown Chehalis.

Business Showcase offered local networking opportunity

Bob Bozarth

I am pleased to congratulate
Bob Guenther upon receiving 

the Gail and Carolyn Shaw 
Industry Award. I have known 

Bob for many years 
and am grateful for his 

relentless work on behalf 
of working families 

in Southwest Washington.

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee


